Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.001 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.121; data-to-parameter ratio = 38.4. 
atom, many structurally different guanidinium salts can be obtained. One of them is the here presented title compound. In the crystal structure of the salt, isolated cations and anions are present. One C-N bond of the CN 3 unit in the cationic part is elongated (C1-N3 = 1.3802 (9) Å), indicating single bond character. The two remaining C-N bonds (C1-N2 = 1.3327 (8) Å and C1-N1 = 1.3364 (9) Å) are shorter and they show double bond character. As a consequence, the positive charge is not delocalized over the entire CN 3 unit, but only between the two dimethylamino groups. The N-C1-N angles are: 120.29 (6)° (N1-C1-N2), 120.81 (6)° (N2-C1-N3) and 118.77 (6)° (N1-C1-N3), which indicate only a slight deviation of the CN 3 plane from an ideal trigonal-planar geometry. The bonds between the N atoms and the terminal C-methyl groups, all have values close to a typical single bond (1.4636 (9)-1.4772 (9) Å). The C-O bond length in the diphenylcarbamoyl group is C7-O1 = 1.2148 (8) Å, and shows the expected double-bond character. The N-C bond lengths are: N3-C7 = 1.4267 (9) Å, N4-C7 = 1.3771 (8) Å, N4-C8 = 1.4348 (9) Å and N4-C14 = 1.4395 (9) Å. They are comparable with the data from the crystal structure analysis of 3-[bis(dimethylamino)methylene]-1,1-diphenylurea (Tiritiris, 2012) . The dihedral angle C1-N3-C7-N4 is 35.9 (1)° and the angle between the planes N1/C1/N2 and O1/C7/N4 is 61.5 (1)°, which show a significant twisting of the diphenylcarbamoyl group relative to the CN 3 plane (Fig.   1 ). The bond lengths and angles in the tetraphenylborate ion are in good agreement with the data from the crystal structure analysis of the alkali metal tetraphenylborates (Behrens et al., 2012) . No specific interactions between the guanidinium ions and tetraphenylborate ions have been observed. Crystal packing is caused by electrostatic interactions between cations and anions.
Experimental
The title compound was obtained by reacting one equivalent of 3-[bis(dimethylamino)methylene]-1,1-diphenylurea (Tiritiris, 2012) with one equivalent of dimethyl sulfate in acetonitrile for two hours at room temperature. After evaporation of the solvent, the remaining viscous mass is washed with diethyl ether and dried, giving N-diphenylcarbamoyl-N,N′,N′,N′′,N′′-pentamethylguanidinium methyl sulfate (I). To 1.0 g (2.29 mmol) of (I) in 20 ml acetonitrile, 0.78 g (2.29 mmol) of sodium tetraphenylborate in 20 ml acetonitrile was added. After fifteen minutes of stirring at room temperature, the precipitated sodium methyl sulfate was filtered off. The title compound crystallized from a saturated acetonitrile solution during storage for several days at 273 K, forming colorless single crystals. Yield: 1.3 g (88% 
(C═O).

Refinement
The hydrogen atoms of the methyl groups were derived from difference Fourier maps and allowed to rotate with a fixed angle around the C-N bond to best fit the experimental electron density, with U(H) set to 1.5 U eq (C) and d(C-H) = 0.98 Å. The H atoms in the aromatic rings were placed at calculated positions with (C-H) = 0.95 Å. They were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2 U eq (C). 
Computing details
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are omitted for the sake of clarity. 
N-(Diphenylcarbamoyl)-N,N′,N′,N′′,N′′-pentamethylguanidinium tetraphenylborate
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